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thick heads of the races that give us our
finest Indian soldiers : but this thing was
brought home to me hundreds of times in
earlier wanderings and during the period
of my serious journalistic labours - that
the idea of permanence in rule can never be
grasped by the fighting races, nor indeed
by nine-tenths of the Indian populace
anywhere. India has known so many
empires: there have been no less than
seven Imperial Delhis. It was amidst the
ruins of one of the old Delhis that an old
Mahommedan gentleman, of whom I had
asked the way to some ampler group of
buildings, once glorious with the pomp of
a conqueror, said to me, " Here are the
Lords of Dust till they are blown else
whither." The idea of the evanescence of
empire has haunted the Indian mind
through triumphal no less than through
decadent epochs. Even those who made
the greatest of Indian Empires, the very
Moguls, knew and openly avowed that
power was ephemeral. Why, in that very
City of Victory, Fatchpur Sikri, how